ft 



to* Janes CJreve 

Richard Russell i^emorial ^^brary 
TJie University -^braries 
The Unive..*sity of CJeorgia 
Athens; (xa. ':50062 

Dear lir. Or eve 

I write to amplify Dave V/rone*o letter of the 19th and the II/ 9 /U 9 story from 
the cithens Obsoi-ver. But first my apologlea for my typing, nust sit witii my legs 
elevated, which has the typewriter to one aide and roy face too close to the keybouifd* 

Until his doiith Senator Ruseell encouraged ay rosearcli and ctiticism of the 
Warren Report* iU) said several tines he regretted not being able to find the tine to help 
me. Our contact was bj letters , visits to his office and by pliono with liis staff. 

I*d known tlint ho and Senator Cooper h^id raised questions about parts of tlio 
Report and that an e:cecutive session was couvoned to resolve those questions. When I 
was fiiuilly able to see a copy of the sup.xDsed tr^msoript of that session, 9 /IO/ 64 , I 
knew imnediatoly that it was a phony. In tine I was able to prove beyond question tJiat 
nn treuiscript had been made at all. 

-^n the 1950s I*d been an investigator and then the editor of a subcommittee of 
what th»m was known as the CouuJittee On Education and l«abor. \ie used the coiirt reporting 
fim of V/ard Raul. The CocLiission also ui^ed it. iws soon asjt looked at the first page 
I knew it had not been provided by that fim and I wan reasonably certain that no such firm 
had. Tliey all charge by thu ^ge, so they all use pica type and wide margins with double- 
spacing. Tliis increases what tho^ cnin cluirge for their services. There was no dialogue at 
all in th(? following pages. The result is tliat if any busy Senator or member of his staff 
glanced at the first imge it would have been as: turned that the document was a transcript of 
that session and witliout an^' interest in it when received it would merely have been 
filed. If any had been distributed and I have no reason to believe that any was. I am 
certain from his reaction tliat Senator Rus^qH bad n-.-ve:* seen it. 

My bx.'lief is that tlie whole thing was tlie contrivance of J. “^ee Rankin, general 
counsel /uid formerly as now recall 'Solicitor Ceneral of tlie U.S. 

knowing of tlie Senator* a doubts 1 lihoned his office and left a message and was 
phoned back and invited in. Senator Russell was quite disturbed becauije not having the trans- 
cript ho believed had been made lie had no record for history 6f the doubts ho eatpressed 
and the reasons for tlxen. Ho wanted m to be certain tliat there was no other version, no 
qctual transcript, j- obtain* k1 that proof from the National >trchive a, which had the 
'Commission's nicords, and gzive it to liim. I then w^.*nt farthur and got both the Commission's 
records of its court-reporting services anii th<5 r^iCorciS of Jard tz Paul. ^Ithougli the 
iCcnator had been led to believe that the court reporter was jiresont and taking it all 
down, Viurd cz Paul hdd not been asked to provide one and none was present. Itankin had a 
staff member pretend to be the court rei:>ort 0 r. I*ve publisheci pretty much of this, in- 
cluding facsimiles of the Ward cc Paul and Coromission records. 

One day as I walked with the Senator to the elevator and then rode with him to the 
Capitol on the subway he told me several thin^js you may find of interest and I repeat for 
archival purposes. One is tliat "they,” meaning, jirotty clearly the FBI and CIa, had not 
?ltold us all they know about Oswald.” He was IOO /0 coi'rect in tliis. 

j, 

«»*noth 0 r is how libJ placed him on the Commission fjid vihy. LBJ had phoned Ruseil 
about serving oil it and l*m riot now ciAar in recollection but I tliink also asked him to 
comcj to the '^hito House, as th<jy diaeussod it tlie senator come to believe that ho had 
talked IdiJ out of appointing liim. But he leorneci from the next day's news tliat he had 
been ap’jointod. Ho told me tint LBJ had do:.e tliis to keep him from leading the fight 
of the South agiiinst civil-riciits legislation. "But I fooled him,” tlie Senator told me, 
because he did lead tint fight and gave less time to the Commission, fact he was the 
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least active oeiaber, 

Ht} also had had doubts about I’iarina Oswald’s testimony and it is who forced 
the filial interroijation of her, about iiaptenber 6, in T(»xas, Wlmt she then told him 
and the otheri about what the i’bl hdd done to her, V(3rbatin in qy first book, also is 
lOU/j connect from the FBI's own records obtained by iVeodou of Information Act liti- 
gation. 

in this regard tliose wlio use your archive nay be intor^j^ted in knowing that in all 
^ obtained about a tliird of a million pages under >X)IA, tliat they are available to any- 
one now at lay homo and eventually will bo a public archive at iocal Ijood College. 

I hi'id to UTie to i^ot most of them but I also got and make available all but 

one of the '^omnission s executive session transcripts. To any v;ho want to get a clear 
picture of the CommisBion when it expected permanent secrecy tlie one 1 publish in Post 
i'iorten is by for the shortest and tJie most inforijative about the Commission and how it 
worked. Stinator Itu^eil wan not present that day. Tlie Commission decided to diiotroy all ’ 
records of it, paid Ward u Paul the nigf;ardly sum of ii25 for having a reporter present, 
but the stenotypiat’s tape escaped tho~l®i memory, hole and uiider threat of aiiother lX)Ia 
law8C&.v*MA' 'It transcribevl not by V/ar U Paul but at tli^ Pentagon, where a few errors 
were madd. 

The Observer story is correct in refle»cting liis substantial doubts about the 
official version of the sJiodfeig. \/hat the senator told mo is tliat he did not demand any 
clianges in the liuiguage. -instead he asked for wliat he doscfibed as " a little footnote” 
saying only tliat he did not agree with tliat language. Becaui^d. the Commission, and I am 
confident tliis raoans V/arren and itankin mostly, v/aiit»jd mionA/Plmity the passage in the 
first chapter was rewritten and as explained to Jiira with his objdctions in mind, ^n 
practise he was deceived and the conclusions remained essential as they were when he 
objected to then. Tliat first chapter was written to stirve also as the Coniaission* s 
press release and it is, in fact, what oP uijed as its story on the Report. 

Tliere can bo no doubt about the intent to deceive and mislead Bonator Russell and 

t 

I an convini:Gd tliat after he had and reaii wliat ,lt gave him he came to the s/ime conclusion. 
I an not absolutely certain but it is my recollection tliat he at least in part attributed 
this to IBJ and 1 bolievo he never had any furtho?’ contact with LBJ. 

It was after he had the inl'or.’iation ;’ave him iuid-whon he knew ho was dying that 
he wont imblio on Cox Broadcasting. 

T}io Senator was in cliarge of intelligence oversight, liy recolloftion of v/hat he 

said about those agencies is not clear enou^yli to even paraplirase* but I am certain tliat 

he (lid not trust them at all, In general and with regard to tlie Commission's \/ork. 

Hr. Viilkos vmy or may not want to cliamgti the public record ho made in saying tliat 

it was "loyalty” that led tht^ -Senator to sign the ^leport and roioain r.ilont. I do think, 
if I may soy so, that students in th (2 future ou»jht havo access to the actualities. In 
this XKXZEt regard 1 note tliat have not received any compliiint about a word A ^lublished 
relating to this nutter from anyone, including; any official or former staff or ^'omniasion 
member. 

The inv(?ntor of tlie so-called fiiiigle-bullot theory tliat was intended to make it 
appear tliat there was only one shooter and no consiiiracy, wliich is wliat ^«inator Kuseell 
objected ojt, iS now a Senator, Arlen Specter. 

I Went into that theory in groat detail in two lawsuits and the evidence I 

filed was not n^butted. l9o effort v/aa m;ide to rt.*but, i i fact. I'OIa v/as amended in 1^74 
to make FBI, Clii and simileir files available under i'\)lA over th.j first of thls< lawsuits. 
^Viis is explicit in tlie Jonato p£irt of tluj lt3gislative liistory and is stated in the 
'-‘ongrossional Record, \iher<i the suit is referred to as against the appi;als c;ourt. Hy ruime 
is stated and IM lost up to and includin;; the Supreme '^’ourt. <J.i the litigation records 
v;ill be included iu the archive leave. 

a! i Uu/J Best wishes, 

CC Hnrold Vfeiaberg 
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